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ABBREVIATION SECTION
Asijiki Asijiki Coalition for the Decriminalisation of Sex Work

CGE Commission for Gender Equality

HRW Human Rights Watch

IPID Independent Police Investigative Directorate

LGBT Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender

NSPGBV National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based Violence & Femicide

PPP Positive Policing Partnership

Sisonke Sisonke National Sex Workers Movement in South Africa

Sonke Sonke Gender Justice

SWEAT Sex Workers Education and Advocacy Taskforce

WLC Women’s Legal Centre

BACKGROUND TO WEBINAR
This is a report of the webinar hosted by the Asijiki Coalition on the 8th July 2020. The webinar 
explored the impact of COVID-19 on the lives of sex workers and the continued unlawful 
policing of sex work, as well as recent policy developments that support the continued call for 
the decriminalisation of sex work in South Africa. The Asijiki Coalition for the Decriminalisation 
of Sex Work (“Asijiki”) is a group of sex workers, activists, advocates and human rights 
defenders who advocate for law reform for the decriminalisation of sex work in South Africa. 

This is part of a wider conversation to reduce human rights violations experienced by sex 
workers as perpetrated by law enforcement; and contributes to the aims and objectives of 
the Positive Policing Partnership (PPP) to catalyse positive change in the operational policing 
experience of sex workers through evidence-based research, policy interventions and actions.

Facilitated by Ishtar Lakhani, an activist and creative activism consultant, the panel included five 
powerful speakers: Kholi Buthelezi from the national sex worker movement Sisonke, Chriscy 
Blouws from the Women’s Legal Centre (WLC), Dr Tlaleng Mofakeng from the Commission for 
Gender Equality (CGE) in South Africa, Skye Wheeler from Human Rights Watch (HRW), and 
Duduzile Dlamini from the Sex Worker Education and Advocacy Taskforce (SWEAT).1

1  Links to organisations websites: http://www.sisonke.org.za/; https://wlce.co.za/; http://www.cge.org.za/; https://www.hrw.org/
africa/south-africa; https://www.sweat.org.za/

http://www.sisonke.org.za/
https://wlce.co.za/
http://www.cge.org.za/
https://www.hrw.org/africa/south-africa
https://www.hrw.org/africa/south-africa
https://www.sweat.org.za/
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INTRODUCTION

According to a study conducted in 2013, South Africa has about 158 000 sex workers – the 
majority being female sex workers who support up to seven dependants with the income they 
make through sex work2.  Sex work is currently criminalised in South Africa and sex workers are 
considered criminals – not workers. The majority of sex workers in South Africa are financially 
insecure black women who sell sex to care for children and other dependants. Sex work in South 
Africa has been illegal for sex workers since the 1900s and for their clients since 2007. 

Since the outbreak of the coronavirus, sex workers have been the first group of workers to 
be affected financially by the spread of the virus. The loss of income due to the coronavirus 
outbreak has meant loss of shelter, inability to access food, healthcare, medications and 
other basic necessities for sex workers and their dependents. And as the hardest-hit group of 
workers by the global COVID-19 pandemic, they will most likely not qualify for the “Temporary 
Employee Relief Scheme”. Sex workers working in brothels, on street corners or strip clubs 
were unable to register themselves for Unemployment Insurance Fund due to criminalisation, 
stigma, and discrimination. 

Moreover, with the announcement and implementation of national lockdown regulations, 
human rights organisations have raised serious concerns over the excessive use of force 
and brutality by police and the military during lockdown. They have also reported several 
killings and numerous incidents of beatings, harassment, and unlawful arrests by the security 
forces, as well as violent evictions by police in Cape Town. The webinar speakers spoke to 
the challenges facing sex workers in this over-militarised COVID-19 environment, which is 
compounded by the criminalisation of sex work. 

These concerning reports are in stark contrast to the continued acknowledgement in the 
policy space of the need to protect and promote the rights of sex workers. In March 2019, 
President Cyril Ramaphosa vowed to decriminalise sex work, declaring this stance was part of 
a legislative goal to reduce violence and murder against women in South Africa. More recently, 
the decriminalisation of sex work was included in the new National Strategic Plan on Gender-
Based Violence & Femicide (NSPGBV).3 

However, the criminalisation of sex work continues to exclude sex workers from accessing 
basic human rights, including labour rights and protections against abuse and harassment. 
With evidence being gathered by Sisonke, SWEAT, WLC, Sonke Gender Justice and other 
human rights organisations about the unlawful policing against sex workers across the 
country, and the continued support for decriminalisation coming out of government through 
numerous policies, there is an even stronger push to finalise the legislative process for the 
decriminalisation of sex work.

2 SWEAT, “Estimating the Number of SW in SA,” 2013, http://www.sweat.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Sex-Workers-Size-
Estimation-Study-2013.pdf

3 National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based Violence & Femicide, 2020, https://www.justice.gov.za/vg/gbv/NSP-GBVF-FINAL-
DOC-04-05.pdf

“Since the outbreak of the coronavirus, sex workers have been the first 
group of workers to be affected financially by the spread of the virus.”

https://www.groundup.org.za/article/police-kill-three-people-three-days-lockdown-normal-south-africa-data-reveals/
https://c19peoplescoalition.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/c19-coalition-call-to-action-presidency-anti-repression-letter.pdf
https://www.justice.gov.za/vg/gbv/NSP-GBVF-FINAL-DOC-04-05.pdf
https://www.justice.gov.za/vg/gbv/NSP-GBVF-FINAL-DOC-04-05.pdf
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WEBINAR SPEAKERS
THE EXPERIENCES OF SEX WORKERS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
DURING COVID-19 AND INTRODUCING THE RECENT NSPGBV - 
Kholi Buthelezi (Founding member and National Coordinator, Sisonke National 
Sex Worker Movement of South Africa)

Kholi started by highlighted the impact of COVID-19 on sex workers and the sex industry in 
South Africa. Sisonke and SWEAT have been documenting sex workers experiences during the 
pandemic.4 

The major challenges Kholi mentioned facing sex workers over the last 3 months of lockdown 
include:

• Refused healthcare and stigmatised by healthcare workers and told by nurses they are 
bringing COVID to the clinic.

• Children are not going to school and therefore sex workers cannot work as they have to 
take care of children.

• No have access to government relief including unemployment benefits (UIF) and other 
labour protection.

• Not all sex workers have an ID book, and if they don’t have documentation they cannot 
apply for government support. This is especially difficult for undocumented migrant sex 
workers.

All these experiences are compounded by criminalisation as sex workers are not seen as 
legitimate workers or citizens with rights to government support.

Kholi emphasised that there has been a rallying response from partner organisations. The 
African Centre for Migration in Society (ACMS), TB-HIV care, WLC and others have provided 
funds and COVID-19 support including health and safety information, masks, thermometers, 
and other social support such as food parcels and rent. She also mentioned that Sisonke 
and SWEAT are running an online crowdfunding Back A Buddy campaign to raise funds 
for COVID-19 relief to support sex workers financially.5  Moreover, they have continued the 
National 24-Hour Helpline to support sex workers during lockdown with Sisonke staff working 
hand-in-hand with SWEAT Helpline Coordinator on matters coming from other provinces. 
Sisonke has also built partnerships in different provinces to stretch their reach, working with 
the Kwa-Zulu Natal provincial legislature, North West Office of the Premier, Social Change and 
Social, Health and Empowerment Feminist Collective of Transgender Women of Africa (SHE) 
in East London. She also mentioned that Sisonke has written to government to recognise the 
need for access to social relief for sex workers. 

4 See SWEAT, “Sex Worker Voices During COVID-19”, 2020. http://www.http://www.sweat.org.za/2020/06/04/sex-worker-voices-
during-covid19/

5 See link to Back A Buddy Campaign here https://www.backabuddy.co.za/champion/project/covid-19-relief-for-sex-workers

“Criminalisation is one of the biggest barriers to 
sex workers reporting GBV.”

http://www.sweat.org.za/2020/06/04/sex-worker-voices-during-covid19/?fbclid=IwAR0284UlY2Qxvnp3g-jLhTrB1lBNH9h26r_hn6nvZjRjRvxUciMNspB6N40
 http://www.sweat.org.za/2020/06/04/sex-worker-voices-during-covid19/?fbclid=IwAR0284UlY2Qxvnp3g-jLh
https://www.backabuddy.co.za/champion/project/covid-19-relief-for-sex-workers
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Kholi also briefly introduced the NSPGBV highlighting the links between GBV, femicide and the 
urgency for the decriminalisation of sex work. Criminalisation is one of the biggest barriers to 
sex workers reporting GBV. Kholi mentioned that there have been various stakeholder meetings 
held over the last year to put in place 5 urgent responses including: alternatives so that women 
can report (if they don’t feel safe going to the police), urgent support for victims and survivors, 
awareness campaigns to change norms and behaviour, strengthening accountability for the 
LGBT community and other vulnerable groups, and economic opportunities for women who 
are vulnerable and survivors of abuse. She highlighted that an interim steering committee has 
been established for the NSPGBV to coordinate implementation and to develop programmes 
and mobilise resources. Decriminalisation is included as a key activity, specifically the 
“finalisation of legislative process to decriminalise sex work – fast tracking and promulgation.” 

Kholi summerised saying criminalisation has been the biggest barrier to sex workers 
rights before COVID-19 and continues to be during COVID-19. She said, “if sex work was 
decriminalised we could have planned for COVID-19 better. It would have been easier because 
as sex workers we would have been recognised as workers with access to labour rights.”

THE UNLAWFUL POLICING OF SEX WORK PRE AND DURING 
COVID-19 - Chriscy Blouws (Attorney and Head of the Vulnerable Workers 
Programme, Women’s Legal Centre) 

Chriscy gave a damning summary of policing of sex work pre COVID-19. She named it 
“unlawful policing, because the policing of sex work in South Africa takes place in a negative 
environment”. Despite South Africa’s lauded Constitution, she said that the criminalisation of 
sex work means that sex workers are denied their rights to dignity and equality and protections 
against discrimination, harassment and abuse. Because sex work is criminalised, sex workers 
are targeted by law enforcement officials through the profiling of women and people on the 
street and in the enforcement of by-laws. She said that profiling is discriminatory based on “your 
race, the way you look, the area that you come from”. As a result, sex workers have resorted to 
working in harmful conditions and they are unlikely to report human rights violations. 

There is a myriad of statistics and research about the nature of unlawful policing against sex 
workers. For example, WLC’s Police Abuse of Sex Workers Report published in 2017 and 
SWEAT’s Say Her Name Report released in 2019.6 The Say Her Name Report found that 60% 
of cases reported by sex workers of violence against them, the police were the perpetrators. 
Chriscy also emphasised that sex workers don’t experience discrimination in the same way, 
rather different intersectionalities of race, class, gender, legal status, sexuality etc. play a roll in 
the manner in which discrimination takes place.

6  Women’s Legal Centre, “Police Abuse of Sex Workers: Data from cases reported to the Women’s Legal Centre between 2011 
and 2015”, 2017, http://wlce.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Police-abuse-of-sex-workers.pdf; Sex Worker Education and 
Advocacy Taskforce, “Say Her Name Report”, 2019, http://www.sweat.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Sweat-Say-Her-Name-
Report_HI-RES.pdf 

“Because sex work is criminalised, sex workers are targeted 
by law enforcement officials through the profiling of women 
and people on the street and in the enforcement of by-laws.”

http://wlce.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Police-abuse-of-sex-workers.pdf
http://www.sweat.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Sweat-Say-Her-Name-Report_HI-RES.pdf
http://www.sweat.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Sweat-Say-Her-Name-Report_HI-RES.pdf
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Importantly, Chriscy highlighted how unlawful policing leads to other human rights violations:

• Right to fair trade, occupation and  profession: no labour protections are afforded to sex 
workers because their work is criminalised.

• Right to adequate healthcare and privacy: police taking pictures of sex workers and 
sharing with healthcare workers; sex workers are refused medication access when in 
custody.

• Right against arbitrary arrest and detention: sex workers are extorted by the police and 
are coerced into having to offer bribes or sexual favours to police so they are not arrested 
or detained; sex workers are not processed or charged after arrest and kept for longer 
than is legally allowed; sex workers are refused call to legal representation or family and 
served food which is inadequate while detained; sex workers’ property is confiscated and 
not returned.

• Right to equality and freedom from discrimination: physical and verbal harassment and 
abuse by police officers and other government representatives.

The way police treat sex workers only reinforces and fuels discrimination and stigma by the 
broader community. Decriminalisation is the most effective way to curb this by changing the 
narrative around sex work and advocating for sex work to be seen as work. 

According to Chriscy, with the arrival of COVID-19 the unlawful policing of sex workers has 
only increased. Because law enforcement has been given a mandate to “flatten the curve”, 
policing around COVID-19 has been used to override human rights and has made an already 
unbearable situation worse.7 To compound the existing challenges facing sex workers, they 
didn’t have information about COVID-19 and what lockdown involved and as such they were 
found in violation of lockdown rules and arrested. 

Chriscy shared that one of the biggest challenges for legal advice organisations like WLC has 
been access to information. The lockdown has impeded the ability to make sure sex workers 
voices are heard and that they are able to report human rights violations. Information streams 
have been shut down as people are not able to travel and legal offices were shut down so 
people have nowhere to report. For WLC, the question remains how can information get fed 
through to the right channels to ensure ongoing support. 

They are working closely with Sisonke/SWEAT who are still operating virtually and monitoring 
complaints. However, support to peri-urban and rural places is difficult. Moreover, high data 
costs limit peoples’ access to virtual support. WLC have recognised that legal interventions 
might not be the most pressing need facing women at the moment, but instead social relief is 
more urgent to get through the first few months of lockdown and as lockdown continues.

Finally, Chriscy ended saying that COVID-19 has made an already vulnerable group even more 
vulnerable and that if decriminalisation legislation had been promulgated there could have 
been plans in place to protect and provide for sex workers during the pandemic.

7  Parliamentary Monitoring Group, “SANDF deployment & involvement in COVID-19 measures”, 22 April 2020, https://pmg.org.za/
committee-meeting/30107/

“COVID-19 has made an already vulnerable group 
even more vulnerable.”
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IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON SEX WORKERS AND THE SEX 
INDUSTRY THROUGH A GENDERED LENS AND THE ROLE 
OF THE CGE - Dr Tlaleng Mofokeng (Commissioner, Commission for 
Gender Equality) 

Dr Tlaleng began by highlighting the Commission for Gender Equality’s position on sex work 
published in 2014, which found that the current legal regime continues to fail sex workers.8 The 
report stated that the total decriminalistion of sex work is the best route to uphold the values of 
the Constitution. 

She built on what was raised by previous speakers and the challenges facing sex workers 
during COVID-19. She specifically delved into the right to health (more especially sexual and 
reproductive rights) and reports of essential medicine stock outs and lack of access to chronic 
medication. Dr Tlaleng also pointed out that people are talking extensively about labour 
practices, protections and occupational safety in response to the pandemic. The criminalised 
status of sex workers, where sex work is not seen as work, excludes sex workers from the 
framework of occupational safety, including Protective Personal Equipment (PPE) and general 
health guidelines. Moreover, there is no sex worker specific health and labour information 
making sex workers and their clients even more vulnerable. And there is little recourse or 
protection as their criminalised status also denies sex workers the right to form unions. 

She reiterated that sex workers face violations from clients, police and also the rest of the 
community. Therefore, it is necessary to locate the struggles of sex workers within their 
everyday experiences and through a rights-based approach. She said it is important to remove 
morality, religion and culture and instead have a focused discussion about rights. “As long as 
this remains a moral issue, we will be diverted in our attention.”  

She outlined the support that the CGE has been giving to women during the lockdown by 
assisting with access to courts, case monitoring and protection orders. They also do sector 
support with networking and mapping of providers.  She encouraged people to report human 
rights violations to the CGE by lodging a complaint.9

One participant asked about the CGE’s powers to do investigations and also conduct police 
sensitization training. They specifically referred to how Mowbray SAPS is dealing with the 
death in their cells of Robyn Montsumi under lockdown. The case was automatically referred 
to IPID and IPID has referred it back to Mowbray SAPS detectives to investigate, but the 
participant pointed out that this seems like a conflict of interest. They requested support 
from the CGE to deal with this matter. Dr Tlaleng responded saying the CGE do outreach 
and the team could be contacted to do police sensitization. Moreover, the CGE can institute 
investigations based on complaints, and they have been monitoring this case.

8 Commission for Gender Equality, Decriminalising Sex Work in South Africa: Official Position of the Commission for Gender 
Equality, 2013, http://www.cge.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/CEG-Decr.pdf

9 Link to lodge a complaint with the CGE here: http://www.cge.org.za/lodge-a-complaint/

“The report stated that the total decriminalistion of sex work 
is the best route to uphold the values of the Constitution.”

http://www.cge.org.za/lodge-a-complaint/
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IMPACT OF COVID-19 AND ACCESS TO HUMAN RIGHTS FOR 
SEX WORKERS IN OTHER CONTEXTS - Skye Wheeler (Senior 
Researcher in the Women’s Rights Division, Human Rights Watch) 

Skye began by highlighting findings from a report, “Why Sex Work Should be Decriminalised 
in South Africa”, published by HRW in 2019.10 In her presentation she emphasised that 
criminalisation of sex work has not deterred people from selling sex to make a living but 
has made sex work less safe. Moreover, she explored the dissonance in the South African 
government’s response to sex workers mentioned in the report. There were examples of 
healthcare workers trying to encourage sex workers to seek healthcare and support, but also 
many examples of police and the officials in the judicial system abusing and discouraging sex 
workers from seeking justice. This leaves a confused picture of where the SA government 
stands regarding sex workers and their status.

The major recommendations from the report called for:

• Government to undertake an extensive consultation period with sex workers across SA to 
hear their grievances and needs with respect to legislation related to sex work.

• Introduced a new law in Parliament that removes criminal and administrative sanctions 
against consensual adult sex work. 

• Recommend municipal governments to reform or repeal broad by-laws prohibiting vague 
offences such as “loitering” so they can no longer be used to target vulnerable groups.

• Implement an immediate moratorium on arrests of consensual adult sex work.

Skye then deepened this analysis by touching on the impact of COVID-19 on sex work in other 
parts of the world. 

In the USA she described “the perfect storm” under COVID-19 where travel restrictions, social 
distancing measures and the economic crash have meant job losses and serious financial 
challenges. The FOSTA law has made it harder to work online and online payments are 
increasingly difficult.11 This is made worse with families at home during COVID-19, making it 
challenging to build up online business. She emphasised that mutual support networks have 
been key for sex workers supporting each other. 

There were some comments from webinar participants highlighting that in SA this context 
is slightly different because many sex workers do not have access to smart phones, or the 
internet, and therefore most business is outdoors where they have to deal with lockdown 
restrictions on movement etc. 

In the European Union, the International Committee of the Rights of Sex Workers in Europe 
report found that sex workers live on the economic margins, as they often have less savings 
and government support to fall back on.12 They also rarely benefit from pandemic responses 
and recovery plans. Skye noted particular concern for LGBT youth who are cut off from family 
support and who are doing sex work as a way to survive. The report called for European 
governments to put urgent moratoriums on raids, arrests, and prosecutions of sex work, 

10  Human Rights Watch, “Why Sex Work Should Be Decriminalised In South Africa”, 2019, https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/08/07/
why-sex-work-should-be-decriminalised-south-africa

11   Human Rights Watch, “US: Block Law Endangering Sex Workers”, 19 September 2019, https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/19/
us-block-law-endangering-sex-workers

12  International Committee on the Rights of Sex Workers in Europe (ICRSE), The Impact of COVID-19 on Sex Workers In Europe 
and Central Asia and Recommendations for Policy Makers, 2020, http://redlightcovideurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/
Policy_brief_ICRSE_COVID19.pdf
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provide financial support for sex workers, and ensure sex worker-led organisations are 
included in the distribution of emergency assistance. The report also mentioned that the 
economic crisis means that more people may work in sex work. Finally, the report called for 
governments to hold meaningful consultations with sex workers to establish frameworks that 
“respects their human rights and improves their safety and working conditions”.

Ishtar reminded us that this struggle is global and criminalisation is being fought in many 
countries across the globe. Skye agreed saying that in SA the conversation around 
decriminalisation is more open than in other places, especially where there are more right-wing 
governments. Unfortunately she said the fight for decriminalisation is not helped when there 
is also support for the partial criminalisation model, which views sex workers as victims and 
the buyers of sex as criminals. This model has received a lot of support from wealthy countries 
like Norway and it keeps the conversation about full decriminalisation off the table. It has also 
resulted in a huge division in the feminist movement. 

Skye finished stating that “the criminalisation of voluntary, consensual sex between adults 
violates internationally recognised human rights including the right to personal autonomy and 
privacy. It doesn’t make sense in terms of resources or ethically.”

DECRIMINALISATION ADVOCACY GOING FORWARD - 
Dudu Dlamini (founder of Mothers for the Future and Advocacy manager at the 
Sex Workers Education and Advocacy Taskforce) 

With COVID-19 and only 3 more years before the next elections, Dudu said that there is a feeling 
of urgency around decriminalisation. The evidence is clear, the position is supported in black and 
white in various government policies and declarations, but the question is how to make it real? 

SWEAT is currently working on a lobbying and strategic litigation strategy with legal partners 
focusing on 6 key cases that occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic. She named the Robyn 
case, the Parow case, the Strandfontein case, and a case in Durban (based on an incident 
that took place during the Enough is Enough March). SWEAT and Sisonke are also capturing 
experiences of sex workers and LGBT persons during COVID-19 with support from Tekano.13 
The aim of the project is to build a body of evidence for broader advocacy. 

Dudu stated SWEAT will be drafting and sending letters to key government officials to push 
for legislation on decriminalisation citing the existing body of evidence. This strategy will be 
backed by direct actions and social media campaigns led by sex workers drawing on creative 
activism tactics across the provinces. Dudu emphasised that now is the time for all civil society 
partners to put pressure on Parliament to promulgate legislation, but also to put pressure at the 
grassroots levels to push for decriminalisation. 

13   Link to Tekano website: https://tekano.org.za/

“the criminalisation of voluntary, consensual sex between 
adults violates internationally recognised human rights 
including the right to personal autonomy and privacy.”
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ONE PRACTICAL THING THE SPEAKERS WANT PEOPLE TO DO TO 
SUPPORT THE FIGHT FOR THE RIGHTS OF SEX WORKERS:

Kholi: We need support from partners and allies and be out there supporting the call for 
decriminalisation. Also, share SWEAT/Sisonke’s 24/7 helpline (0800 60 60 60) or Please 
Call Me number (071 357 7632).

Chriscy: We need to educate ourselves about decriminalisation because most of the 
opposition of decriminalisation and sex work is out of fear and not based on statistics. 
Also, understand which organisations do what work so that people can be referred to the 
right place.

Dr Tlaleng: We need to demand accountability from institutions that are supposed to 
protect peoples human rights such as the police, the CGE, Multi-party Women’s Caucus. 
We need to be asking for timelines for decriminalisation legislation.

Skye: If possible we can support for sex workers financially by contributing to the Sex 
Worker Support Funds (see links below) and if you work on human rights issues make 
sure you are including sex worker rights too.

Dudu: We can encourage partners to continue their work and “let’s work together”. 

CONCLUSION
Ishtar summerised saying that what links these conversations is the unlawful policing of 
sex work and the urgent need for the decriminalisation of sex work. This is part of a wider 
conversation to reduce human rights violations experienced by sex workers as perpetrated by 
law enforcement and highlights the need for innovative positive policing practices, including 
police sensitisation training as mentioned by the CGE.14 This work contributes to the aims 
and objectives of the Positive Policing Partnership (PPP) to catalyse positive change in the 
operational policing experience of sex workers through dialogue, policy interventions and 
actions.15 The evidence being collated by these human rights organisations is part of the 
broader PPP strategy to publish and disseminate evidence-based research which identifies 
challenges and explores practical solutions with a rights-based approach.

14  Sonke Gender Justice & the Positive Policing Partnership. “Positive Policing Practices and Sex Work. Proceedings of a 
Roundtable Discussion.” Cape Town, 22 May 2019.

15   Link to Positive Policing Partnership here: https://genderjustice.org.za/publication/the-positive-policing-partnership/
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1:  Invitation

APPENDIX 2: Valuable resources related to sex work and supporting 
sex workers

•	 Information on sex work and sex workers’ experiences: http://www.sweat.org.za/resources/

•	 Fact sheets produced by Asijiki on a range of topics related to sex work: https://asijiki.org.
za/resources/fact-sheets/

•	 Mothers for the Future COVID-19 Fund: https://www.quicket.co.za/events/107975-m4f-
covid-relief-fund/

•	 COVID-19 Sex Worker Relief Fund: https://www.backabuddy.co.za/champion/project/
covid-19-relief-for-sex-workers

http://www.sweat.org.za/resources/
https://asijiki.org.za/resources/fact-sheets/
https://asijiki.org.za/resources/fact-sheets/
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/107975-m4f-covid-relief-fund/
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/107975-m4f-covid-relief-fund/
https://www.backabuddy.co.za/champion/project/covid-19-relief-for-sex-workers
https://www.backabuddy.co.za/champion/project/covid-19-relief-for-sex-workers
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APPENDIX 3: Reports related to Policing of Sex Work in South Africa
•	 Women’s Legal Centre, “Police Abuse of Sex Workers: Data from cases reported to the 

Women’s Legal Centre between 2011 and 2015”, 2017, http://wlce.co.za/wp-content/
uploads/2017/02/Police-abuse-of-sex-workers.pdf

•	 Sonke Gender Justice, “The Policing Of Sex Work In South Africa: A Research Report 
On The Human Rights Challenges Across Two South African Provinces”, 2018, https://
genderjustice.org.za/publication/the-policing-of-sex-work-in-south-africa/

•	 Sonke Gender Justice, “The “PPP” Initiative: Sex work and policing in South Africa”, 2018, 
https://genderjustice.org.za/publication/the-positive-policing-partnership/

•	 Sonke Gender Justice, “Positive Policing Practices and Sex Work: Proceedings of a 
Roundtable Discussion” 22 May 2019, Cape Town, https://genderjustice.org.za/publication/
positive-policing-practices-and-sex-work/

•	 Human Rights Watch, “Why Sex Work Should be Decriminalised in South Africa”, 2019, 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/08/07/why-sex-work-should-be-decriminalised-south-africa

•	 SWEAT, “Say Her Name Report”, 2019, http://www.sweat.org.za/wp-content/
uploads/2019/08/Sweat-Say-Her-Name-Report_HI-RES.pdf

The Positive Policing Partnership: Sex work and policing in South Africa

The Positive Policing Partnership (the PPP) focuses on identifying advocacy opportunities 
to establish and support innovative civil society, policing and government collaborations 
to catalyse positive change in the operational policing experience of sex workers through 
dialogue, policy interventions and actions.

The PPP aims to reframe advocacy strategies and engagement activities with government 
and policing authorities. This will be done by moving away from an adversarial approach to a 
more positive and forward-focused strategy that targets senior levels of government and the 
South African Police Services (SAPS). This will ultimately be achieved through meaningful 
collaborative engagements and partnerships between civil society, policing and government 
entities.

The PPP also seeks to catalyse an understanding across society, government and policing 
groups of the human rights violations experienced by sex workers, through the publication 
and dissemination of evidence-based research which identifies challenges and recommends 
practical solutions to these.

http://wlce.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Police-abuse-of-sex-workers.pdf 
http://wlce.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Police-abuse-of-sex-workers.pdf 
https://genderjustice.org.za/publication/the-policing-of-sex-work-in-south-africa/ 
https://genderjustice.org.za/publication/the-policing-of-sex-work-in-south-africa/ 
https://genderjustice.org.za/publication/the-positive-policing-partnership/
https://genderjustice.org.za/publication/positive-policing-practices-and-sex-work/
https://genderjustice.org.za/publication/positive-policing-practices-and-sex-work/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/08/07/why-sex-work-should-be-decriminalised-south-africa 
http://www.sweat.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Sweat-Say-Her-Name-Report_HI-RES.pdf
http://www.sweat.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Sweat-Say-Her-Name-Report_HI-RES.pdf 
http://www.sweat.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Sweat-Say-Her-Name-Report_HI-RES.pdf 





