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Inzwi! 

 

 

In Xhosa, the word “Uwedwa” means that one is alone or they are in solitude. It is an 
expression which is often linked to hopelessness and a sense that one cannot effectively 
carry out whatever it is they sought out to achieve because there is no one to assist them. 

Being alone is not a feeling that is easy to be acquainted with, which can be one of the 
reasons why inmates in jail resort to suicide. It is incredibly difficult to be alone even when 
the exercise is carried out for the sake of our own health, just as we learnt during the 
lockdown period aimed at slowing the spread of Covid-19. 

This is not a feeling we have experienced during our first month at iKhaya eLitsha Hub, as 
this update will attest. However, when one looks around, this feeling is a constant threat to 
the important work many social innovators do.  

Be it corruption, unemployment, increasing taxes or being asked to pay “protection fees”, 
people wake up to revive hope among each other and seek to realize their dreams. 

At the hub, we are keen to partner with YOU. Our communities need to continue being 
functional spaces where some semblance of “normality” can be maintained. So whether it’s 
a skills training, mini market, film screening, popping in for a hot cup of coffee or 
partnership in program delivery - we are keen to hear from you. 

And always remember, awuwedwa!  

 

Yours in Development 

Mboneleli Gqirana 

iKhaya eLitsha Hub Founder 
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“You don’t need to have all the answers , just start!” 
On the 1st of October, the hub began operations and we started to work on various 
initiatives we were keen to host using what we have in partnership with other stakeholders. 

 

#Amanzi1Klipa 
In partnership with a local rapper, aptly named Kan Grizzly, along with Sips Greatness - on 
Fridays and Saturdays we hosted a mini vintage clothing market which is called 
#Amanzi1Klipa. 

The event had been hosted outdoors, outside Intlanganiso High School. We are hoping to 
strengthen the relationship with the market organisers to expand the mini market to 
include extra activities such as book exchanges, open mic (etc). 
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Psychological First Aid Training - DG Murray Trust 
On the 12 of October we hosted a training with 10 Community Health Workers centred 
around a healthy mental health tool called Psychological First Aid, which was led by Mary 
Clark. This amazing opportunity is part of a coordinated set of interventions being 
presented by the organisation under the Masked Heroes Campaign. 

Sadly, the training was cut short when 3 criminals entered the hub with a gun and took off 
with a laptop, an iPad and 4 cellphones. We decided to close the hub for two weeks and 
reopened for work on the 23 October 2020, to give the police the time to conduct 
investigations into the matter and traumatised participants access to psycho-social 
assistance. 

We would like to thank DGMT for their unwavering support throughout this ordeal. 
Unexpected as it was, DGMT also took things a step further to reimburse participants who 
lost their valuable items during the incident. 
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Community and Stakeholder Engagements 
Throughout the month we have had various engagements with the community and various 
key stakeholders such as street committees, the ward councillor and partner organisations. 
These engagements are key to the hub’s greater strategy of connecting with existing 
networks of assistance, rather than reinventing the wheel and duplicating effort. 

 

Our approach to collaboration is one where all partners involved within initiatives must all 
be acknowledged as bringing mutual and agreed upon value to the table. We are not keen 
on exploring partnerships where benefits are skewed unfavorably to one side or certain 
factions and therefore create a tension in relationships, this means that when negotiating 
collaboration all parties do not feel obligated to work together, are aware that they can also 
change their minds about a certain process and we can always respectfully agree to 
disagree on key principles. 

Our strategic interventions must be aligned towards serving the communities, where we 
exist and not geared towards extracting maximum value for individuals. We operate in an 
environment where community members do not trust organisations, because of past 
experiences where organisations misrepresented their objectives and used people for 
personal gain. 
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Activate! (A!) National Hubs Partnership and Donations! 
We are very excited that Activate!, a youth network with a national footprint of about +/- 
4000 young change drivers has partnered with us as part of their strategy to place key 
interventions that can be of assistance to young people close to where they stay. As part of 
this partnership, A! donated an internet connection (including installation) and office 
furniture to the hub (hoooooray!!!). 

More announcements will be made in relation to programs delivery with A! 
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Khayelitsha Children’s Choir - with Bongani Magatyana 

 

We have managed to unlock a valuable partner-based program which will contribute to the 
preservation of folk music culture with internationally acclaimed composer, music lecturer 
and choirmaster Bongani Magatyana. This partnership will see the introduction of musical 
skills to children from ages ranging from 7-10 years old as we look forward to the official 
launch of the choir in 2021. 

Parents and their children came out in their numbers on the 9 and 10 October in Site C 
(Khayelitsha) for our first round of auditions. The turnout meant that we have to plan for a 
second (and possibly third!) round of auditions in other locations, to accommodate the 
overwhelming interest in this initiative. 

Until we “reet” (read/meet) again ;) 
Mense, it’s been a real pleasure updating you on what’s happening in our world. Please 
don’t forget to support our crowdfunding campaign on Backabuddy and we will be 
launching our social media pages soon. Baie dankie! 

https://www.backabuddy.co.za/champion/project/udabi-lolutsha-fundraiser 

#LearnGrowBuild 

https://www.backabuddy.co.za/champion/project/udabi-lolutsha-fundraiser
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